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Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43b,s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

l!nln m n^nJ° r !?!h r "f*! 0 " 3 ' P re,i ^ na [X examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
th™«? ? h° the ,nter A na '° nal Pre J ,r ™ arv Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
he applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen PEA has not fed?he 

SSSef SSAbm th3t WHtten ° Pini ° nS ° f thiS Searching l*3^ 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA the aoolicant is invito to 
^I^S^ f w f ^^^where appropriate, Jfth amendment 

^SS^^^. mai!m9 ° f F ° rm PCTAS ^ 20 or before th * expiration of 22 months fromthe priority date, 
For further options, see Form PCT/1SA£20. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/1SA/220. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international aDDlication in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. ,memai,onal application in 

° Sn,S i0n ha ^^en established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
Se?Ru\es T 2 faS IS 396 ° f 3 tranS,ati ° n fUrniSh6d f0f thG PUrP ° SeS ° f inter ^ tional search 9 

2. With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international aDDlication and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of a PP ,,cat,on and 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 ' D ^fhSS^iiH^ff 0386 !^ 1 £° re than one version or cop y of a se Puence listing andfcr table relating thereto 
has been hied or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 

a^rophatf were SrSfhiV^ aPP,iCatj ° n 38 filed 0r does not go beyond the application as filed as 
4. Additional comments: 



Form PCT/!SA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 

IN r RNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2005/000778 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43/>/s. 1(a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive steo 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



or 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-15 



2, 4-7, 9-15 
1,3,8 

1-15 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain detects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
see separate sheet 
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Reference is made to the following documents: 



D1: US-A-4 023 277 

D2: US-A-6 053 447 

D3: US-A-4 200 983 

D4: GB 682 714 A 

D5: US-B1-6 550 155 



Re Item V: 

1 • Technical Field- Tape measures 



2. Prior Art 

D5 discloses a tape measure with automatic blade extension. The tape measures of 
D3 and D4 have apertures in the case allowing access to the spooled blade. D1 and 
D2 are very relevant for inventive step, see in detail in items V/3 and V/4. 



3. Novelty /Article 33(21 PCT) 

The tape measure of D1 (Figs. 1 -5; col. 1 , 1. 54-col. 2, 1. 37) has a case 1 0, a 
measuring blade 32 in said case, a windup spring 92, and a piece 36 at the free end 
of the blade. Equally, the tape measure of D2 (Figs. 1-6; col. 2, 1. 40-col. 4, 1. 51) has 
a case, a measuring blade 51 in said case, a spring 53, and a piece 69 at the free 
end of the blade. In D1 and D2 the blade is extendable from the case via an opening, 
and the case has a further aperture to allow direct access to the spooled blade. The 
opening and the aperture is shown as feature 14 in D1 (Fig. 1 ). The same feature is 
given in D2 by the space 85 between post 25 and distal end 91 of brake element 79. 
(Fig. 5). It is remarked that claim 1 does not exclude that the "opening" is the 
"aperture". Moreover, the apertures of D1 and D2 allow "direct access to the spooled 
blade". This vague definition (it is not defined that access by a thumb is possible) 
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includes the case that a small tool may be used to contact the spooled blade which is 
clearly possible, see figures in D1 and D2. 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from the tape measure of D1 and D2 in that the 
blade is concave. The subject matter of independent claim 1 and the dependent 
claims 2-15 is thus new. 



4. Inventive Step (ArtirtR 33( 3 ) PPT) 

4.1 The subject matter of independent claim 1 is not based on an inventive step: The 
use of a concave measuring blade to enable stand-out from the case is an absolutely 
usual feature (respective documents could be provided) and thus obvious to a skilled 
person. It is also referred in this context to page 1 , lines 7-9 of the description of the 
present application ("Known tape measures..."). 

4.2 The particular features of claims 3 and 8 do not contribute to an inventive activity, 
either: In D1 the aperture is located in the edge of the case. Moreover, any "means 
for driving the disc or spool" are also absolutely usual in the field of tape measures. 
Only as an example it is referred to D5. To provide such drive means is thus also 
obvious to a skilled person. A common technical effect with the concave measuring 
blade is not seen, either. 

4.3 The subject matter of claims 2, 4-7, and 9-15 is based on an inventive step: 

Claim 2: Starting from D1 or D2 there is no real indication for a skilled person seen to 
provide two apertures in the casing to allow access to the spooled blade. 

Claims 4-7: There is no indication seen, either, to select the dimensions as specified 
for the aperture or apertures in claims 3 and 5. 

Claims 9-15: Although spool drives in tape measures are per se known there is no 
indication to provide exactly the particular design as specified in claim 9 or 1 0. 
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5. Industrial Applicability (Article 33(41 PCT) 

The subject matter of the claims 1-15 is industrially applicable, eg. as a tool for 
measuring distances (for workers like carpenters etc.). 

Re Item VII: 

1 . The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

2. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 and D2 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 



Re Item VIII (Article 6 PCT): 

1 . In claim 2 it is not clearly defined that the apertures are those defined in claim 1 (to 
allow direct access to the spooled blade). 

2. In claim 5 a definition of the "length" in the given context (as eg. included in claim 4) 
is missing. 

3. In claim 8 there is no anticipating basis for "the at least one of the discs or the spool". 

4. The embodiment described on page 13, lines 14-16, does not fall within the scope of 
the claims (the aperture defined in claim 1 cannot be simply omitted). This 
inconsistency between the claims and the description leads to doubt concerning the 
matter for which protection is sought, thereby rendering the claims unclear. 
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